
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Changing of the Guard 

Hello everyone and welcome to the first official Cal-IPC Student Chapter Newsletter. The Riverside branch of the Cal-IPC Student Chapter recently had its yearly 

elections resulting in us (Lynn Sweet and Mike Bell) being chosen to take over the reins of Co-chairs of the Riverside Branch. Heather Schneider and Sara Jo 

Dickens have done a fabulous job of building a strong foundation for the Student Chapter and we are looking forward continuing their efforts to unite students 

and professionals within weed science and management. 

Goals for this year 

One of our goals going into this next year is going to be to get more students across the state involved in Cal-IPC activities. This newsletter is the first step in 

keeping students informed about what other students are doing to spread the word about invasive plants and provide ideas of how you can get involved in 

your local community. We are also going to continue collecting materials for the website so that all of the information that we create is centrally available to all 

students.  

New Positions 

The second addition to the Student Chapter will be a Student Liaison position with the Board of Directors. The Student Chapter has been working with Cal-IPC 

for the past few months to form this position which will allow elected students to participate in the governing of the organization. There is more information on 

the following page on how you can get involved with this position. 

We are looking forward to working with everyone over the next year and hope to see you all at the Symposium in October. 

--Mike Bell and Lynn Sweet 
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The chapter formed in 2007 in order to expand the opportunities for graduate 

students interested in invasive species science, policy, and management. The 

Cal-IPC Student Chapter is an organization created and managed by current 

graduate students. Active membership in the Student Chapter involves 

maintaining active membership with Cal-IPC, participating in Cal-IPC symposia, 

and facilitating outreach and education opportunities for local communities. 

The Chapter was originally formed at UC Riverside where students began 

providing outreach at local plant sales handing out Cal-IPC’s Don’t Plant a Pest 

brochures. Students from across the state have since joined the Student Chapter 

which now also has operational branches in Davis, San Francisco, Merced, and 

the Low Desert. Some branches are operated by a sole motivated student, while 

others have found a small community of their peers to perform their outreach 

with. 

There are many opportunities all around you to get involved with your local 

community and help spread awareness about invasive plants in your area. If you 

would like some ideas on how to get started or need some additional resources, 

please don’t hesitate to contact us. We want to continue to enhance our 

network and our sphere of influence across the state. 

The following pages will update you on some of the work that other students 

have performed in their respective regions. 

If we continue to work together, ²ŜŜŘǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ {ǘŀƴŘ ŀ /ƘŀƴŎŜΗ 

About the California Invasive Plant Council Student Chapter 

The mission of the California Invasive Plant Council’s Student Chapter is to establish a system of communication and 

collaboration between graduate students and professionals in the field of invasive species science. Members of the student 

chapter contribute to current research in the field, as well as community education and outreach. The student chapter acts as a 

proxy between up and coming scientists and active members of Cal-IPC. 



Branch Updates: San Francisco ς North Bay 

The first picture is the Day at the Capital event, which I attended with another Student Chapter 
member from the East Bay named Allen (not pictured). This was my first time attending, 
"Weed Awareness Day at the Capitol". It was a fun and valuable experience.  

The third photo is at a Wild Flower Festival at Pepperwood Preserve, Santa 

Rosa, CA. This was cold and rainy spring day, but the people were still very 

interested in Cal-IPC. 

-Rebecca Andrade 

The second picture is me at a plant sale at my 

college, Santa Rosa Junior College. The green house 

manager, Amber Parsons, has worked hard to stop 

selling non-native plants at these plant sales. She is 

happy to have a Cal-IPC student support her in the 

work. 



  

Weed Awareness Day at the Capitol 

Annabelle Kleist and Marit Wilkerson participated in the Weeds 

Awareness Day at the Capitol on March 10th. This event was organized 

mainly by Cal-IPC and the goal was to visit with or drop relevant 

literature off at all the Senators and Assembly Members’ offices in one 

afternoon. The main emphases this year were to encourage our state 

officials to continue to support funding for existing projects and 

programs aimed at fighting our massive invasive plant problem (such as 

Weed Management Area funding) and to raise awareness of the 

existence and activities of the California Invasive Species Council 

Advisory Committee. The volunteers for this event were paired off and 

each pair of folks had a schedule of people to meet with (usually 

environmental or agricultural aides in the Members’ or Senators’ 

offices) and offices to visit to make drop-offs. After being briefed in the 

morning on the legal issues and happenings about weeds in California, 

the group set off and dispersed in the maze of the Capitol. Everyone 

enjoyed the afternoon and was often met with pleasant, interested 

state workers, some of whom were very enthusiastic about the cause 

and/or remembered Weeds Awareness Day from previous years. It was 

a great experience at grass-roots lobbying and both Annabelle and 

Marit would do it again and recommend it to other Student Chapter 

folks! 

  

 

Branch Updates: Davis 

Future events: 

 Representation at local spring plant sales 

Development of Davis Student Chapter website 
linked to main Cal-IPC student website 

Attending local WMA meetings  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Branch Updates: Riverside 

In January, Heather, Sara Jo, Lynn, and Kai set up test 

plots within a burned perennial grassland (Nassella 

pulchra) community at the Santa Rosa Plateau 

Ecological Reserve in Murrieta in order to test the 

effectiveness of multiple herbicides on invasive 

species control. The study will measure the control of 

invasive species and the native response to both a 

single burn and/or herbicide application.  

We returned in the late spring to collect percent 

cover and species richness data from each of the 

treatments. We are planning on preparing a poster 

of our results for the Cal-IPC Symposium in October.  

In honor of Earth Day, the Riverside 
Chapter attended two events in 
southern California. First, Oli Bachie 
and Lynn set up a booth at the 
Western Municipal Water District 
Earth Night in Riverside, and then 
Mike also attended Long Beach’s 
Earth Day Celebration. We met a lot 
of nice folks interested in 
responsible landscaping at their 
homes. We even ran out of 
brochures! 

We worked with some of the 
horticulturalists in our department 
to get native plants …?   

 



 

 

 

 

  

The Cal-IPC Board of Directors (BOD) has primary responsibility for governance—setting the organization’s vision, maintaining financial viability, and monitoring operations. 
The BOD serves the organization’s membership. The organization offers directors an opportunity to make meaningful contributions to our mission, while growing 
professionally. Because of constraints on student schedules, we have opted to make student members of the board a liaison position—allowing for one-year terms that 
coincide with the academic year (terms beginning the 1

st
 of June and ending the 31

st
 of May each year). There will be two student liaison positions, one from southern 

California (including the following counties: Imperial, Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernadino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo,  Santa Barbara, Ventura), and one from 
northern California (all other counties). 

Student Liaison to the Board of Directors 

Student liasions are expected to: 

¶ Know and effectively articulate Cal-IPC’s mission, goals, policies, and programs; 

¶ Represent Cal-IPC to the greater community of California wildland weed workers, serving 
as a Cal-IPC ambassador by: 

o introducing oneself as a liaison to the board in appropriate venues, 
o speaking about Cal-IPC’s work when given the opportunity,  
o distributing newsletters, weed lists, and other materials, and 
o identifying opportunities for Cal-IPC to enhance its work through collaboration 

with other groups and projects (particularly with student groups); 

¶ Attend BOD meetings- a student liaison is required at each of the four board meetings  
per year, and the 2 student liaisons can coordinate which meetings will be covered by 
which liaisons (travel for the BOD meetings will be covered by Cal-IPC)  

¶ Participate in at least one BOD committee and the monthly conference calls associated 
with that committee (committee can include the Symposium committee) 

¶ Take an active role in planning and running the annual Symposium; 

¶ Participate in setting strategic goals, assessing performance, and establishing 
organizational policies; 

¶ Participate in choosing and supporting BOD officers ,while also helping to nominate and 
cultivate new directors and student liaisons; 

¶ Participate in Cal-IPC’s fundraising activities (unless disallowed by board members’ 
employer) 

¶ Participate in hiring and periodic evaluation of Cal-IPC’s Executive Director, and 
supporting staff as appropriate; 

¶ Avoid conflicts of interest, and maintain confidentiality when necessary;  

¶ Work with other directors and staff in a friendly and professional manner. 

 Cal-IPC provides its Board Members with: 

¶ Directors & Officers liability coverage; 

¶ Notice and minutes of all BOD meetings; 

¶ Relevant information to conduct duties as a director; 

¶ Reimbursement for reasonable expenses in conducting Cal-IPC business; 

¶ Updated financial statements and other information as needed and requested; 

¶  Respect for and appreciation of your time. 

 

Nomination process for the Cal-IPC Student Liaison to the Board 

Cal-IPC’s board of directors will coordinate with Cal-IPC student 

chapters to send out an open call for nominations across all student 

members (through the Google Groups tool). Nominations will be due 

by August 15th. 

There are two options for nomination: 

 

1. Nominate a candidate. Send an email to veviner@ucdavis.edu, 

stating who you’d like to nominate, their contact information (email 

address, academic institution, phone number), and the reason you 

feel they would be a good candidate. The Cal-IPC board will follow-up 

with these nominations and request a short biography from 

interested nominees. 

 

 2. Self-nomination. Send an email to veviner@ucdavis.edu, 

containing your name, academic institution, email address and phone 

number. Also include a short biography (300 words maximum). 

Once the nomination process closes, the Cal-IPC board will compile 

the candidate list and their statements, which will be posted to all 

student members through the Google Groups tool. This posting will be 

accompanied by instructions for voting. Voting will be open to all 

students who are members of Cal-IPC, and each student can vote for 1 

candidate to be the Northern California representative, and 1 

candidate to be the Southern California representative. 

 

mailto:veviner@ucdavis.edu
mailto:veviner@ucdavis.edu


Cal-IPC Symposium ς October 14-16, 2010 

  

The Cal-IPC board has approved our idea for the Student Workshop at this year's Cal-IPC Symposium in Ventura. 

The session will be "Job skills for natural resource management and how do you tailor a resume to a job 

announcement." We envisioned this to be a session with 3-4 speakers who are currently land managers with 

different agencies and they could do an in depth discussion on their yearly duties and what their job is like. It 

would be a sort of profile of a particular career and different skills that are needed to succeed. We think this will be 

useful because a lot of students are interested in non-academic career paths but aren't exposed to it much during 

their graduate studies. People who attend Cal-IPC are often interested in this type of work, so we think it will be 

appreciated. We also think that it would be a good follow up to last year's group where we discussed how to get a 

job and how to fill out the applications, but this time to have a larger focus on the differences in broader skills 

needed. 

 

The Riverside Branch has brainstormed some ideas of folks we know that might be going to the symposium that 

would be good for this, but we would like some more ideas. Keep in mind: the symposium is in Ventura and we 

cannot pay speakers to attend (so try to think of people that might be there anyway). 

 

Do you know someone who's in charge/has been in charge of a reserve and might have some valuable advice and 

experience? Send their name/agency to riverside@calipcsc.org  and we'll double check to make sure that there 

isn’t an agency overlap. Later on, we'll get down to the business of asking and confirming the speakers. 

Thanks in advance for your help! 

Join us on the Central Coast for the 19th annual Cal-IPC Symposium at the Crowne Plaza Ventura Beach in Ventura, October 14-16, 2010! A pre-Symposium Field 
Course will be held October 13. This year's Symposium will feature several sessions examining the challenge of balancing invasive plant management with the 
needs of wildlife species, organized in conjunction with the Western Section of The Wildlife Society as a follow-up to our 2007 Invasive Plants and Wildlife 
meeting. 

The Symposium brings together more than 300 natural resource managers and researchers to discuss the latest developments in the field of wildland weed 
control and restoration. Start planning now to join us in Ventura! More information will be posted as it becomes available. 

Registration is now open. Please plan to join us for another educational and social event. Rooms are available at a discounted conference rate at the Crowne 
Plaza Ventura Beach. Continuing education units will be available through the Department of Pesticide Regulation. 

Please visit www.cal-ipc.org for more details. 

 Student Chapter Hosted Session: Symposium Volunteers 

During the Symposium, the Student Chapter will need 

help setting up for events, manning the student 

chapter booth, and taking notes during the discussion 

sections. 

Each year, Cal-IPC holds discussion groups with 

attendees on various topics pertinent to invasive 

species management. For each section, they need 

someone to sit in and take notes on the proceedings.  

The discussion topics are now available at 
http://www.cal-ipc.org/symposia/index.php. 

Let us know if you are willing to assist us, please email 
us at riverside@calipcsc.org to reserve your discussion 
group today. 

Thanks for your help.  

mailto:riverside@calipcsc.org
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=1457811
http://www.cal-ipc.org/fieldcourses/index.php
http://www.cal-ipc.org/fieldcourses/index.php
http://joomla.wildlife.org/Western/index.php
http://www.cal-ipc.org/ip/research/wildlife.php
http://www.cal-ipc.org/symposia/register1.php
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=1457811
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=1457811
http://www.cal-ipc.org/


  

WMAs: More Than Just Meetings! 

At the outset, our group decided to make friends with our 

local WMAs (Weed Management Areas), and all it took was 

getting to that first meeting and introducing ourselves.  Since 

then, we’ve found out that our tactic was a good one: the best 

and most accessible resources to find out about local weed 

issues, outreach opportunities, park contacts, research ideas, 

and funding (yes, funding for your branch outreach or your 

research!) were the friendly participants in the WMAs. From 

the CDFA website: “WMAs are local organizations that bring 

together landowners and managers (private, city, county, 

State, and Federal) in a county or multi-county geographical 

area to coordinate efforts and expertise against common 

invasive and noxious weed species.” 

Over the past two years, the Riverside Chapter has developed 

a relationship with members of our local Santa Ana Riverside 

Orange County WMA and the LA WMA.   Normally we try to 

send a member or two to each meeting (usually quarterly).  

Often we get offers to do outreach events; sometimes we are 

just there to listen, find ideas, and show our support.  

Participation can be as much or as little as you want to commit 

to.  Far from intimidating, the members are happy to see 

motivated young people.  So get out there and meet your 

WMA!  You never know… you may meet your future boss! 

Lynn Sweet 

 

 

Weed Management Areas 



 

CNPS has just released a call for proposals for their Educational Grant Program. The announcement is below: 

Each year the CNPS Educational Grants program receives funding to help support field research related to California’s native plants. Students, 
CNPS members, or postdoctoral botanists are eligible, in that order, for grants that are generally not more than $1,000. Proposals should involve 
taxa or plant communities that are of concern due to direct or indirect potential impacts. The grants need to be relevant to our conservation 
mission. Certain small endowed funds are available specifically for graduate students planning research involving rare plants or evolutionary 
botany. 
 
If you are interested in obtaining support from CNPS for your work, request a copy of the guidelines (for drafting and submitting a proposal) from 
the state CNPS office. 
 
Requests for this or other information can be directed to Chair, Educational Grants Committee, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, Sacramento, CA 95816. 
  
Completed proposals must be received in the CNPS office no later than September 30, 2010. 

Contact Us! 

We want to know about your accomplishments and activities! If you have published 

papers or participated in Cal-IPC activities, please let us know and we can spread the 

word to your friends and colleagues. 

All Student Chapter members can gain access to the Cal-IPC Student Chapter blog at 

www.calipcsc.org by contacting the webmaster at webmaster@calipcsc.org. 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact us at riverside@calipcsc.org.  

Upcoming Grants 

http://www.calipcsc.org/
mailto:riverside@calipcsc.org

